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DRAFT – CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
November 28, 2017 

Common Room, Craftsbury Academy 
 

PRESENT:  Farley Brown, Emily Diaz, Joe Houston, Diane Morgan, Elinor Osborn, June Cook 
 
ABSENT:  John Brodhead, Carol Maroni, Steve Wright, Susie Houston 
 
MINUTES:  October minutes approved. 
 
TREASURER REPORT:  The Craftsbury Conservation Fund as of 11/7/17 has a balance of 
$725.80.  Fundraiser by Thompson Farmstead raised $635.80; Antiques & Uniques,  $90. 
 
Diane reported the Conservation Commission has a small balance of $83.00 left from a 
town appropriation when commission was established.  Funds will be used for the Invasive 
Species Demonstration Project being planned.  A general fund account, which is separate, 
exists for town committees to enable miscellaneous expenditures for speakers, etc. 
 
KNOTWEED DEMONSTRATION:  Linda Ramsdell was present to endorse idea of 
establishing a Knotweed Demonstration project in Mill Village.  Elinor reported on her 
investigations of projects in other communities.  Inlet, New York, in the Adirondacks:  
Project incorporated herbicides; involved both town and public property.  People and town 
donated to the project. Cut stems piled on roadside sprouted. Tarp used to smother 
disintegrated and Knotweed sprouted.  Knotweed can sprout after fifty years allegedly.  
 
 Elinor spoke with Pete Emerson, fish biologist, Fish & Wildlife, who directed her to Mike 
Wichrowski, person in charge of Fish & Wildlife accesses. Help from the state is possible 
but we need timeline, project logistics, and abutting landowner approvals.  Wichrowski 
appeared to favor herbicide control primarily and is getting an applicator license.  He 
would write up agreements for neighbors to sign. 
 
Herbicide control appears to work best and is used by Nature Conservancy.  Elinor has 
used herbicide (glyphosate – Round-up) and reported it doesn’t hurt surrounding 
vegetation.  If stem injection is used, herbicide won’t migrate.  Glyphosate has short half-
life. Rodeo, which doesn’t have the same surficants as Round-up, is used around water. 
Farley spoke of project by (?) that was close to a river and herbicide was sprayed because it 
was efficient. Discussed potential of finding licensed applicator.  If licensed applicator is on 
site, volunteers may assist.  Elinor suggested a 3-person team—cut stem and move, fill 
applicator, and application of herbicide.  
 
Landowners abutting demo project:  Carolyn Ryan, Beryl Sweatt, and Linda Ramsdell. 
  
Moved, seconded and voted unanimously:   The Fish & Wildlife site in Mill Village will be 
used as a Knotweed Demonstration project.  
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Elinor was authorized to contact adjacent landowners, find out cost of licensed applicator, 
and identify licensed operators. Goal of project is to make it visible to people, particularly 
landowners, how knotweed can be controlled. Project will require signage, tools, and other 
costs. 
 
If herbicides are used, applications are done at the end of September when Knotweed 
blooms.  If smothering procedures  are used, it is done in the Spring.  
 
MILFOIL GREETER LITTLE HOSMER:  Diane reported on e-mail from Amelia re Greeter 
grant due in February.  We don’t have the information needed, i.e., lake’s usage, time of 
usage, usage by residents and by others outside of town. Diane reported that Amelia 
indicated usage has been increasing, particularly during the summer and fall and also 
during waterfowl season. Estimate is 10- to 12 paddlers to 1 motorized boat.  Little Hosmer 
is in danger of being infested because of shallowness and connection to Big Hosmer.  Rob 
Libby reported at a recent meeting he has sighted milfoil at dam on Big Hosmer.  
 
Discussion centered on the commission spreading too thin.  A mission statement hasn’t 
been determined; guidelines for Craftsbury Conservation Fund haven’t been established; 
Knotweed Demonstration Project planning needs coordination; ATV signage is underway.  
 
Discussion centered on question of greeter program being successful if milfoil presence at 
dam represents greater and immediate threat. At this point, no one knows when a greeter 
should be at the lake to engage most boaters.  Placing a kiosk with sign-up log to gather 
information from people using the lake – who, residence, when, boat type, purpose, etc. – 
would enable commission to gather data.  Information collected one season could be used 
for writing grant in the future.  Feeling prevailed we do not have concrete data to pursue a 
grant this February. If we pursue grant, the state does have help in writing it. 
 
Discussion centered on concentrating efforts where most good would be done, namely at 
the dam.  Diane asked if technology  exists to have a filter at the dam.  Who owns the dam?  
Are there alternate ways to prevent milfoil infestation beyond greeter program.  What 
would grant funds cover?  The state has $400,000 for Aquatic Nuisance Grants. Grants are a 
75/25 split with town’s 25% being an in-kind match.  
 
Moved and seconded not to pursue greeter program through the Aquatic Nuisance Grant at 
this time but to investigate alternate ways of dealing with potential milfoil infestation at 
Little Hosmer.  Motion passed:  Yes - Joe, Emily, Elinor, June, Farley.  Voted No: Diane.  
Diane authorized to contact state about other technologies. 
 
Moved, seconded, and voted unanimously to spend 2018 gathering more information about 
the lake’s usage by boaters and technology available of treating problem at dam for 
possible future grant.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  None 
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OTHER BUSINESS:  Farley has been appointed to the Memphremagog Stormwater 
Collaborative.  The Memphremagog Watershed Association received a grant and is 
establishing the collaborative.  The goal is uniting the Memphremagog Watershed 
communities to embrace a culture of clean water through managing stormwater in daily 
activities with technical and financial resources to do so.  
 
June will draft annual report and forward to members for comment. 
 
The next meeting will he held January 22, 2018.  Joe will gather sub-committee to work on 
Craftsbury Conservation Fund guidelines in preparation of January meeting. 
 
Submitted by June Pichel Cook, Secretary  


