
Part 1 of a Series: Will Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom Thrive in Dairy’s Future? 

Over the next 50 years there will be major shifts in the dairy industry worldwide. Bulging worldwide 

population and shifts in climate will position some regions to benefit strongly. Those that wish to benefit 

need to start making plans and taking actions now to create the future they want. 

Successful ventures into the future are always driven by a challenging futuristic plan. In 1962, President 

John Kennedy said that the USA would put a man on the moon and bring him home by the end of the 

decade. In the early ‘60’s we did not have a rocket to put a man on the moon, we did not have a lunar 

module and we did not know how to put it all on the right path to orbit the moon and bring it back. 

Kennedy’s visionary plan drove the development of the knowledge, equipment and training to 

accomplish the goal when Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon in 1969. 

 If the Northeast Kingdom and the rest of New England want to thrive in dairy’s future, it must start 

work on its plan now. There are several things to consider, but importantly it must focus on what the 

world will be like in 50 years. 

In the next 50 years we will add 3 billion people to the earth’s population and about 2.5 billion of those 

folks will live in Africa and Asia. So the dairy market worldwide will grow tremendously -- needing nearly 

5-times more milk than the USA produces annually today. On top of this, the regions of our country that 

have ample water to produce dairy products will shift eastward and northward. About 40% of today’s 

milk production is in the southwest and west where there will be severe water shortages in 50 years. 

With a collective vision, all of New England can capitalize on dairy’s future.  We’ll look at some of the 

steps in the next piece. 

 

 


